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101 N. Carson St 

Carson City NV  89701 

 

Aaron Ford 

Nevada Attorney General 

5420 Kietzke Ln #202 

Reno NV  89511 
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Secretary of State 

101 N. Carson St #4 

Carson NV 89701  

 

Bradley Crowell 

Greg Lovato 

Nevada Department of Environmental Protection 

901 S Stewart Street #4001 

Carson City NV  89701 

 

Regarding: City of Reno Bonding of $55 Million Dollars for Sewer Expansion  

 

I believe this sewer expansion poses a threat to public safety and that this bond is not 

compliant with NRS or NAC codes and requirements. 

 

This sewer plant contributed to flooding in the Lemmon Valley Basin in the winter of 

2016/2017.  Reno was found culpable for causing injury to area residents in a case 

(CV17-01041) that was affirmed by the Nevada Supreme Court.  Reno is requesting 

bonding to expand this plant when there is no credible plan to dispose of the increased 

effluent produced.  The city promoted the idea of evaporating processed effluent on the 

Beddell Flats property, but this was found not viable for water storage and abandoned.  

There is a plan promoted by the Reno Public Works Director, John Flansberg, that would 

inject effluent treated to “Class-A or Class-A+” water into the aquifer at American Flats.  

Class-A water cannot be injected into an aquifer that supplies drinking water.  Reno has 

no capability or plan to treat waste water to a Class-A+ standard per NAC 445A274 to 

NAC 445A.280.  There is no conclusive study that this property could accept the 

additional effluent flow (2mgd) if treated to class-A+ standards. Injection at American 

Flats would communicate to Silver Lake and from there to Swan Lake as both playas are 

in the Lemmon Valley Basin. Not forgetting the to TCE's (hazzard spills) for 



communication and environmental impacts.  So, there is no credible plan to dispose of 

the additional effluent the expansion would produce.  Under the circumstances, it would 

be irresponsible to underwrite a bond for this project.  

 

The Nevada Department of Environmental Protection should review this expansion in 

light of the fact that the Vidler Water Company is already permitted to pump 8,000 acre-

feet of water into the closed basin and Truckee Meadows Water Authority importing 

4612 acre-feet to support development per 2015 report of TMWA 2016-2035.  The 

disastrous flooding of 2016/2017 augurs for a detailed water-balance analysis of the area. 

(please see informational page supplied) 

 

NRS issues: 

 

NRS 268.714 – defines a sewerage project.  This includes “outfalls” and possibly 

a “drainage project”.  The outfalls and drainage are not adequately addressed in 

this sewer project and are not suitable to be funded at this time.   

 

NRS 445A.60 – states “The construction, rehabilitation, operation and 

maintenance of modern and efficient treatment works and other pollution control 

projects are essential for the protection and improvement of the waters of this 

State and the public health of the residents of this State;” the expansion of this 

plant does not protect the public health of residents since there is no credible plan 

to dispose of the increased effluent.  If Reno follows past practice, the effluent 

will contribute to flooding in the Lemmon Valley Basin.   

 

NRS 445A.160.2 – states “Each municipality or interstate agency which receives 

money from the Account shall prepare an environmental assessment which 

complies with the regulations adopted by the Commission and submit it to the 

Department for review.”  There is no environmental assessment to support this 

project. 

 

NRS 350.579 is cited in the bond request.  This sewer capacity expansion is 

intended to support development, not to address an emergency faced by current 

residents.  The statute (2) states “The governing body's declaration, if any, in any 

ordinance that it is such an ordinance shall be conclusive in the absence of fraud 

or gross abuse of discretion.”  I would argue that posing a threat to public and 

environmental safety would constitute a “gross abuse of discretion”.   

 

In conclusion every NRS mentioned in the bonding wordage for the $55 million dollars 

has a violation of some type.  The City of Reno appears to be betting that one approach or 

another will prove viable to handle the increased effluent.  The city should not be 

gambling with public and environmental safety, and the state should not be underwriting 

it with bond financing. 

 

I request NDEP re-evaluate the approval of the expansion because it does not include the 

outfall or environmental impacts of the project. 



 

I request NDEP re-evaluate the import of ground and surface water vs the playa size in a 

closed basin for a water balance.  Per 2015 report from TMWA imported water for the 

year was 12,612 acre-feet in 2014 and this is understated. (Please see informational page 

supplied.) 

 

I request the Secretary of Treasure to not approve the bonding to the City of Reno for the 

expansion of the Reno/Stead Reclamation Facility until such time as all NRS and NAC's 

are in compliance.  Per Section 16 of the bond request, the bond will meet all applicable 

regulations and laws. 

 

I believe it is time for the State of Nevada Agencies and Divisions within Departments to 

work and correlate together (NDEP) to insure the environmental safety and health of the 

closed basins. 

 

If you have any questions, please let me know.  I look forward to seeing a more 

affirmative action to protect the environment of the closed basin and the residents within 

the closed basins.  

 

Sincerely, 

Tammy Holt-Still 

Lemmon Valley Swan Lake Recovery Committee 

775 450-1204 


